
Some Important Gospel Principles to Look For
• Faith in Jesus Christ leads to spiritual power (see Ether

12:2–22; see also Hebrews 11).

• The Lord blesses us with a spiritual confirmation after we
have exercised our faith through obedience to His
commandments (see Ether 12:6; see also James 1:12;
D&C 103:12–13).

• God gives us weakness so we will be humble. If we
humble ourselves, our weakness can be made strong
through Jesus Christ (see Ether 12:27, 37; see also Jacob 4:7;
Moroni 10:32).

• We must have faith, hope, and charity to inherit a place
in the celestial kingdom (see Ether 12:28–34; see also
Alma 7:24–25; Moroni 10:18–23).

• In the last days, Jerusalem will be rebuilt and the New
Jerusalem will be built on the American continent. In the
Millennium, both will be holy cities, inhabited by members
of the house of Israel who have been washed clean
“through the blood of the Lamb” (see Ether 13:1–11; see also
3 Nephi 20:22, 46; D&C 45:66–67; Articles of Faith 1:10).

• When we reject God and His prophets, His Spirit
withdraws, and destruction eventually follows (see
Ether 13:15–25; 14; 15:6, 14–33; see also Mormon 4:5).

Additional Resources
• Book of Mormon Student Manual: Religion 121 and 122,

pp. 142–43.

Suggestions for Teaching
Ether 12:1–22. Faith in Jesus Christ leads to spiritual
power. (25–30 minutes)

Draw an anchor on the board. Ask students what an anchor
does for a boat. Read Ether 12:1–6 and ask:

• To what did the prophet Ether liken faith?

• How can our faith in God be like an anchor in a
spiritual storm?

• Read Mormon 5:18. Who had power over the Nephites
because they lacked this anchor?

• What does Ether 12:5 teach about the Jaredites’ spiritual
anchors?

• According to verse 6, why must we have faith before
we can receive a spiritual witness?

Explain that Moroni gave several examples of individuals
who were “anchored” to God and how they were blessed
because of their faith. Have students read Ether 12:7–22 and
identify as many of these examples as they can. Write the
examples on the board and discuss what they have in
common. Ask: Where must we place our faith in order for
our “anchors” to be sure? Have a student read the following
statement by Elder Richard G. Scott, a member of the
Quorum of the Twelve:

Discuss with students what they can do to anchor their lives
in Jesus Christ. Invite them to write a brief example from their
own life (or the life of someone they know) that shows how
faith anchored them in a time of need. Collect their examples
and share some with the class without revealing names.

Ether 12:6 (Scripture Mastery). The Lord blesses
us with a spiritual confirmation after we have

exercised our faith through obedience to His
commandments. (10–15 minutes)

Show a copy of the book Faith Precedes the Miracle by
President Spencer W. Kimball, or write the title on the board.
Ask students what this phrase means. Invite them to give
examples from the scriptures or their own lives in which
someone exercised faith before a miracle occurred (caution
them not to reveal anything too sacred or personal). Read and
discuss Ether 12:6. Cross-reference it with Alma 32:21 and
discuss how these two verses relate to each other.

“Anchor your life in Jesus Christ, your Redeemer.
Make your Eternal Father and His Beloved Son the
most important priority in your life—more important
than life itself, more important than a beloved
companion or children or anyone on earth. Make their
will your central desire. Then all that you need for
happiness will come to you” (in Conference Report,
Apr. 1993, 43; or Ensign, May 1993, 34).
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