
Show students a twisted or braided rope, or draw the
accompanying illustration on the board.

Tell students that a rope is made of strands that are
intertwined. Each strand gives strength to the others. Testify
that faith, hope, and charity are similar. They are
interdependent and strengthen one another. Encourage
students to seek to gain or strengthen these gifts in their lives.

Moroni 7:45–48 (Scripture Mastery, Moroni
7:45). Charity is the pure love of Christ. 

(15–20 minutes)

A day or two before class, invite students to watch for acts
of service being performed. As you begin this lesson, ask
students what acts of service they observed. Discuss the
following questions:

• What act of service impressed you? Why?

• How did the person who received the service benefit
from it?

• How do you think the person who gave the service may
have also benefited from it?

Read Moroni 7:45–48 and ask how the acts of service the
students witnessed are like Mormon’s description of charity.

Tell students that charity means more than acts of service.
Invite a student to read the following statement by Elder
Jeffrey R. Holland:

Ask:

• What did Elder Holland’s statement add to your
understanding of charity?

• Why do you think charity is so essential, and the greatest
of all gifts?

Have a student read Moroni 7:45–48 for the class, but have
the student replace the word charity with the Atonement each
time it occurs. Ask: What does reading the verses this way
teach you about the Atonement?

Encourage students to follow Jesus Christ’s example as they
serve others. Also encourage them to seek the pure love of
Christ in the sense Elder Holland spoke of, by applying the
power of the Atonement in their lives.

Moroni 8:4–23. Through the Atonement of Jesus
Christ, children who die before reaching the age of
accountability are saved. Any errors little children
commit are paid for through the Atonement, so these
children do not need baptism. (30–35 minutes)

Bring several pictures of little children to class, including
Christ and the Children (Gospel Art Picture Kit, no. 216) or
a similar picture. Ask students:

• What are some funny or interesting things you have seen
little children do?

• Why do you think the Savior asked us to become like little
children? (see 3 Nephi 11:38).

• How do you think Jesus Christ feels toward little children?

• Why do you think the Savior loves them so much?

Tell students that the Book of Mormon explains several
important doctrines about children. Understanding these
doctrines will help students as they have children of their
own or as they teach the gospel to others.

day—the Atonement, the Resurrection, eternal life,
eternal promise—surely it shall be well with them.

“This does not in any way minimize the
commandment that we are to try to acquire this kind of
love for one another. We should ‘pray unto the Father
with all the energy of heart, that [we] may be filled
with this love’ [Moroni 7:48; see also 1 Corinthians
13:4–5, 7–8]. . . . As Christ lived so should we live, and
as Christ loved so should we love. But the ‘pure love
of Christ’ Mormon spoke of is precisely that—Christ’s
love. With that divine gift, that redeeming bestowal,
we have everything; without it we have nothing and
ultimately are nothing, except in the end ‘devils [and]
angels to a devil’ [2 Nephi 9:9]” (Christ and the New
Covenant, 336–37).

“One [meaning of charity or ‘the pure love of Christ’] is
the kind of merciful, forgiving love Christ’s disciples
should have one for another. . . .

“The greater definition of ‘the pure love of Christ,’
however, is not what we as Christians try but largely
fail to demonstrate toward others but rather what
Christ totally succeeded in demonstrating toward us.
True charity has been known only once. It is shown
perfectly and purely in Christ’s unfailing, ultimate, and
atoning love for us. . . . It is that charity—his pure love
for us—without which we would be nothing, hopeless,
of all men and women most miserable. Truly, those
found possessed of the blessings of his love at the last 
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