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Daniel 2:1–23. The manner in which Daniel sought the
interpretation of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream is a pattern for
us in seeking the Lord’s help in our lives. (15–20 minutes)

Note: The book of Daniel includes several dreams and visions.
Except for Nebuchadnezzar’s dream, this manual will not
examine them in detail. Some parts of these visions may be
better understood by studying the commentaries in Old
Testament Student Manual: 1 Kings–Malachi (pp. 297–309).
However, keep in mind that much of their meaning was not
revealed even to Daniel (see Daniel 12:4, 8–9). The Prophet
Joseph Smith taught that “whenever God gives a vision of an
image, or beast, or figure of any kind, He always holds
Himself responsible to give a revelation or interpretation of
the meaning thereof, otherwise we are not responsible or
accountable for our belief in it” (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph
Smith, 291). Focus on those visions that the scriptures and
prophetic commentary give us the tools to understand.

Tell your students that you had a dream last night and that
you want them to describe it to you and tell you what it
means. Ask them how they would feel and what they would
do if their lives depended on their accurately doing so. Tell
them that such a situation is similar to Daniel’s in Daniel 2.

Summarize and read selected verses from Daniel 2:1–13 to
help students understand the account. Have students carefully
read verses 14–23 and look for what Daniel did to resolve the
problem he and others faced. As students read, draw the
following diagram on the board, leaving off the words:

As you fill in the words of the diagram, have students retell
how Daniel sought the Lord’s help. Help them understand
how it provides a pattern for us in seeking answers to our
problems. Discuss each element and why it is as important
for us as it was for Daniel.

Daniel 2; 4–5; 7–12. The Lord gives His prophets and
seers power to prophesy of the future and interpret
dreams and signs. (30–40 minutes)

Draw the outline of several road signs on the board. Write in
the signs words that mean danger in several languages that
your students are not familiar with; for example, gevaar
(Dutch), gefahr (German), peligro (Spanish), fara (Swedish),
perigo (Portuguese). Ask students if any of them can interpret
the meaning of these signs. Ask: Why would it be important
to understand the meaning of these signs if you saw them on 
an unfamiliar road? Read JST, 2 Peter 1:20 and ask:

• Who has the right to interpret scripture for the Church
today?

• How is a prophet’s ability to interpret scripture like the
object lesson with the road signs?

Read with students the following scriptures: Daniel 2:47;
4:4–5, 8–9, 18; 5:10–12. Ask them why people repeatedly
called on Daniel to interpret dreams. (They knew he had
power from God to understand them.) Help them understand
that the Lord has also blessed us with prophets who, like
Daniel, have the spirit of prophecy to interpret the events of
their days and give appropriate counsel. Because He reveals
His will to His prophet, we can follow the prophet with
confidence. Share the following statement from a 1980
proclamation of the First Presidency and the Quorum of the
Twelve Apostles:

Remind students of Daniel’s ability to interpret
Nebuchadnezzar’s dream (see the teaching suggestion for
Daniel 2:1–23). Read Daniel 2:27–28 with them and ask: What
truth about the correct interpretation of dreams did Daniel
teach the king?

Read and briefly discuss with students the following three
examples of Daniel’s dreams or visions of the future:

• A vision of the future kingdom of God on the earth 
(see Daniel 7:13–14; see also the teaching suggestion for
Daniel 7:9–14).

• A vision concerning the coming of the Messiah to
Jerusalem (see Daniel 9:25).

• A vision concerning the difference between the wicked and
righteous in the last days (see Daniel 12:10).

Read 1 Nephi 22:2 and ask students how Daniel was able to
know of future events. Have them read Mosiah 8:17 silently.
Invite one or two students to share what they learned about
seers from that verse. Help them understand that some of
Daniel’s dreams spoke of the latter days. Daniel recorded
those revelations so that they would be preserved until our
day. Teach your students that in addition to Daniel, other
ancient prophets saw our day and recorded their sacred
experiences. These recorded revelations are called scriptures,
which we now have and can study. This gift of prophecy
allows us to read the scriptures knowing they apply to us.

On the board, list some of the teachings of the current
prophet from the most recent general conference. Ask
students to think about the counsel they struggle the most to
obey. Encourage them to trust in the vision of our prophet
and begin today to live by that counsel.

“We testify that the spirit of prophecy and revelation is
among us. ‘We believe all that God has revealed, all
that He does now reveal, and we believe that He will
yet reveal many great and important things pertaining
to the Kingdom of God’ (Articles of Faith 1:9). The
heavens are not sealed; God continues to speak to his
children through a prophet empowered to declare his
word, now as he did anciently” (in Conference Report,
Apr. 1980, 76; or Ensign, May 1980, 52).
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