
Deuteronomy 1–34 

Introduction
Deuteronomy is a word formed from the Greek deutero, “second,”
and nomos, “law,” meaning “the second law” or “the repetition
of the law.” The Christian world adopted this descriptive title
from the Septuagint (the first Greek translation of the Old
Testament) rather than from the Jewish name for the book, Eileh
Hadvareem, which are the first two words of the book in
Hebrew, translated as “these be the words.”

The book of Deuteronomy is called the second law because it
contains Moses’ summary of the Mosaic code (see Bible
Dictionary, “Deuteronomy,” p. 656).

As you study Deuteronomy, note any cross-references that
refer to the other books of Moses where the previous accounts
of these events are found. Comparing the accounts often
provides new information and insights.

Some Important Gospel Principles to Look For
• We need reminders of the covenants we have made and

encouragement to keep them (see Deuteronomy 1–33).

• Marriage within the covenant helps us and our children
remain faithful to gospel principles (see Deuteronomy 7:3–4).

• Trials can help us mature spiritually (see Deuteronomy 8;
10:12–17).

• The Lord has commanded us to pay tithes and offerings
(see Deuteronomy 14:22–29; 15:7–11).

• We should seek the truth from God and His prophets, 
not from fortune tellers or other occult sources (see
Deuteronomy 18:9–22; see also D&C 1:37–38).

• Obedience to God’s commandments brings blessings;
disobedience brings sorrow (see Deuteronomy 28:1–45;
30:15–20).

• The Lord blesses His children through the covenants He
makes with them (see Deuteronomy 29:1, 9–14, 21, 25;
31:16, 20).

• The scriptures teach us how to properly worship God
(Deuteronomy 31:9–13; 33:9–10).

Suggestions for Teaching
Old Testament Video presentation 16, “The House of
Israel” (9:28), can be used in teaching Deuteronomy

1–34 (see Old Testament Video Guide for teaching suggestions).

Deuteronomy 1:1. We need to be reminded of our gospel
covenants. (5–10 minutes)

Create a set of detailed instructions to read to the class that
requires them to draw an object that is new to them. Your
instructions should include enough details that, if read quickly,
they become confusing. As a result, the students will need to
ask you to repeat the instructions in order to fully understand
what to do. It is not necessary to complete the project, but only
to have them experience the need to have instructions
repeated. Limit this part of the activity to two or three minutes.

After several students ask for clarification, discuss why they
needed to hear the instructions again. Read the introductory
information to the book of Deuteronomy in this manual and
the entry for Deuteronomy in the Bible Dictionary. Ask:

• How is Deuteronomy like the activity we just completed?

• Why do you think Moses reminded his people of their
history, the law, and the Lord’s promises to them?

Discuss questions like the following:

• How often have we been counseled to be honest, to pray
daily, or to love our neighbor?

• Why do you think we are reminded of these things so
frequently?

Encourage students to receive reminders with thankfulness
rather than with irritation or boredom.
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