
word peculiar means “unusual” or “odd.” However, as Elder
Russell M. Nelson said:

Ask: What miracles did God bless the Israelites with to help
bring them to Him? (see Exodus 19:4). Ask students to find
and mark the words if and then in verse 5 and tell what Israel
was to do to become the Lord’s special treasure. Discuss some
of the following questions:

• What does Exodus 19:3–6 teach us about what the Lord
values?

• How does that compare to your list of valued possessions?
(see also Moses 1:39).

• How does Exodus 19:3–6 help you understand why the
Lord delivered Israel out of Egyptian bondage?

• What kinds of things are people in bondage to today?

• What miracles has the Lord provided to deliver us from
the sins and temptations that keep us in bondage? (see
Alma 7:10–16).

• What must we do to become the Lord’s special treasure?
Why? (see Exodus 19:5–6; Mosiah 18:8–10; Moroni
10:32–33).

Exodus 20 tells about the Lord giving the children of Israel
the Ten Commandments. As you study them, invite students
to think about what those commandments have to do with
our becoming God’s “peculiar treasure.”

Exodus 19:3–25. Entering into the presence of the Lord
requires that we prepare by being worthy and faithful.
(20–25 minutes)

To introduce Exodus 19:3–25, ask students to tell about some
of their favorite places to visit. Have them explain what it
costs to go to those places, such as travel expenses and
entrance fees.

Have them turn to the photo of Mount Sinai in the back of
their Bible (no. 2). Tell students that Moses wanted to take his
people there, but they were unwilling to pay what it cost
spiritually to go there. Explain that “Moses . . . sought
diligently to sanctify his people that they might behold the
face of God” (D&C 84:23), which has always been an objective
of God’s prophets.

The Prophet Joseph Smith taught:

President Ezra Taft Benson, as the President of the Quorum of
the Twelve Apostles, said:

It seems that Mount Sinai was to Moses and the children of
Israel what the temple is to us. Have students read Exodus
19:5–13 and find what was required for the people to enter
the presence of the Lord. Show a picture of a shofar (a ram’s
horn trumpet, such as the one shown below) and ask what
the people were to do when the trumpet sounded. Have
students read Exodus 20:18–19 and tell what the people did.

Read Exodus 19:16–19 and Doctrine and Covenants 84:23–24
and discuss why the people might have been afraid to go up
to meet the Lord when they were called. Ask:

• Instead of becoming worthy themselves, who did the
Israelites want to meet with the Lord for them?

• Are there people in the world today who do not believe in
prophets or who think that a prophet is the only person
who can speak with God?

• What blessings do we lose if we refuse to heed the call to
come unto Christ?

Prepare a chart like the following on the board, but leave the
answers off:

“How did Adam bring his descendants into the
presence of the Lord?

“The answer: Adam and his descendants entered into
the priesthood order of God. Today we would say they
went to the House of the Lord and received their
blessings” (“What I Hope You Will Teach Your
Children about the Temple,” Ensign, Aug. 1985, 9).

“This is why Adam blessed his posterity [in the valley
of Adam-ondi-Ahman (see D&C 107:53–54)]; he
wanted to bring them into the presence of God. They
looked for a city, etc., ‘whose builder and maker is
God.’ (Hebrews 11:10.) Moses sought to bring the
children of Israel into the presence of God, through the
power of the Priesthood, but he could not” (Teachings of
the Prophet Joseph Smith, 159).

“In the Old Testament, the Hebrew term from which
peculiar was translated is segullah, which means ‘valued
property’ or ‘treasure.’ In the New Testament, the
Greek term from which peculiar was translated is
peripoiesis, which means ‘possession,’ or ‘an obtaining.’

“Thus, we see that the scriptural term peculiar signifies
‘valued treasure,’ ‘made’ or ‘selected by God.’ For us to
be identified . . . as [the Lord’s] peculiar people is a
compliment of the highest order” (in Conference
Report, Apr. 1995, 44; or Ensign, May 1995, 34).
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