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Reproduce the following chart as a handout or draw it on the
board. Divide the class into groups and assign each group one
or more of the topics in the “Theme” column to study. Have
them report their findings.

If there are any remaining questions after the groups report,
answer them using the scriptures. Help students understand
that righteous living is the best preparation for the last days
and the Savior’s Second Coming. Read Doctrine and
Covenants 115:5–6 and encourage students to be true to their
covenants and to do all in their power to help strengthen their
stakes, wards, branches, and homes.

Ezekiel 40–48. The Lord has always commanded His
people to build temples. Ezekiel saw in vision the temple
that would be built in Jerusalem. (50–60 minutes)

Display a picture of a temple and ask students how temples
represent messages of hope. Have students read Ezekiel
37:25–28, and ask:

• What do the words tabernacle and sanctuary in those verses
refer to? (A temple.)

• Where will this temple be built?

• When will this take place? (see the commentary for Ezekiel
37:26–28 in Old Testament Student Manual: 1 Kings–Malachi,
p. 284).

Explain that Ezekiel 40–48 records a vision of a great temple
to be built in Jerusalem in the last days to bring hope and
blessing to the house of Israel. Select some verses from
Ezekiel 40–42 that give details of the temple. Ask students:

• Why do you think the Lord showed Ezekiel the temple and
its courtyards in such detail?

• Is there a temple of the Lord in Jerusalem today?

Have students read Ezekiel 43:1–9 and tell what the people
must do before the Lord will dwell in His temple. Compare
Doctrine and Covenants 97:10–17 and look for what the Lord
has revealed on this subject in our day.

Have students imagine going to a temple or, if they have
already been, have them think of their time there. Ask them:

• How do you feel when you see the temple?

• What inscription is found on the outside of temples?
(“Holiness to the Lord—the House of the Lord.”)

• How is that phrase descriptive of temples?

• Why is it essential that everyone desiring to enter the
temple be judged worthy to do so?

Have students read Ezekiel 44:6–9. Discuss general
requirements for temple worthiness. Ask: Why does it matter
who is allowed to enter? (see D&C 97:15–17). Note: You may
want to invite a bishop to discuss temple recommend questions.

Explain that there are blessings reserved for those who
worthily attend the temple (see D&C 109:10–15, 21–28). Tell
students that Ezekiel’s description of the temple is rich in
symbolism. Have them read Ezekiel 47:1–2 and ask them
what will run out from under that temple. Cross-reference
and read John 4:10–14. Ask what that water symbolizes. The
water coming out from under the temple is also literal. The
Prophet Joseph Smith said:
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Theme

A great army is
assembled under Gog.

Gog’s army marches
against Israel in the
last days.

A great earthquake
accompanies the war.

War spreads to all
nations, followed by
pestilence, blood, and
hailstones.

The Lord fights for
Israel and sends fire
against Gog’s army.

Israel will spend seven
months burying the
dead and seven years
burning weapons.

There is a supper of
the Lord.

Israel is restored to the
covenant and dwells
safely in her land.

Ezekiel’s
Prophecy

Ezekiel 38:1–7

Ezekiel 38:8–16

Ezekiel 38:17–20

Ezekiel 38:21–23

Ezekiel 39:1–7

Ezekiel 39:8–16

Ezekiel 39:17–21

Ezekiel 39:22–29
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