
You may want to discuss the problems that come from strife
and the blessings the Lord gives to peacemakers (see Topical
Guide, “contention,” pp. 74–75, “strife,” p. 504, and
“peacemakers,” pp. 361–62).

Genesis 14:17–24. Abraham is an example of how we
express our love for the Lord by honoring His servants,
giving of our worldly goods, and keeping our covenants.
(15–20 minutes)

Write Melchizedek on the board and ask students what they
know about the word. Many of them are familiar with the
term “Melchizedek Priesthood” but may not know much
about the man. Have them learn about Melchizedek by
studying the following sources: Genesis 14:17–24; JST, Genesis
14:25–40; Alma 13:14–19; Doctrine and Covenants 107:1–4;
Bible Dictionary, “Melchizedek” (p. 730). Discuss what they
learn.

Have students read Genesis 14:17–20 and tell what happened.
Remembering what they learned about Melchizedek, ask
them why they think Abraham did what he did. Doctrine and
Covenants 84:14 provides additional insight into the
relationship of Abraham and Melchizedek. Have students
compare the way Abraham dealt with Melchizedek with the
way he dealt with the king of Sodom (see Genesis 13:13 for
help with what the king of Sodom represented). Ask:

• What does the contrast teach us about Abraham?

• How can we apply Abraham’s example from these verses?
For example, who are like the “Melchizedeks” in our
midst? Who are like the “kings of Sodom” in our lives?

One reason Abraham was not enticed by the lucrative offers
of the king of Sodom was that he desired most of all to be
true to his covenants (see Genesis 14:22). Ask:

• What covenants have we made?

• How can those covenants help us be as faithful as
Abraham?

Consider briefly discussing the principle of tithing with
students. Ask:

• What did Abraham do while he was with Melchizedek?
(see Genesis 14:20).

• Why do you think the Lord asks us to pay tithing instead
of just providing the material resources the Church needs?

• How does the Savior’s experience described in Matthew
19:16–22 help us answer that question?

Help students understand that paying tithing is one way we
show the Lord that we put Him first in our lives.

Genesis 15. The pattern of making covenants as
described in Genesis 15 gives us an opportunity to think
more deeply about the symbolism and power of
ordinances and covenant-making. (20–25 minutes)

Draw the following diagram on the board:

Ask students:

• Which of the three beings listed on the board is most
powerful? (God.)

• Of the remaining two, man and Satan, who has the greater
power?

Before they answer the second question, have them read
Ephesians 6:10–13; 2 Nephi 2:27–29; Alma 34:35; Doctrine and
Covenants 10:5; 21:4–6; and Moses 4:3–4. Draw a line
connecting the diagram circles labeled “God” and “Man.”
Label the line “Covenants.” Help students understand that
people can have greater power than Satan if they bind
themselves to God through covenants, thus drawing upon the
power of God. If people do not bind themselves to God, Satan
can gain increasing power over them.

Read Genesis 15:1 with students. Point out that the Lord said
He was Abraham’s “shield” and “exceeding great reward.”
Discuss what these statements mean. Review some of the
rewards the Lord promised Abraham, such as land,
priesthood, and innumerable posterity. Ask: Which of those
rewards, or blessings, had Abraham already received?

Have students read Genesis 15:2–3 and find which blessing
Abraham seemed concerned about receiving. Read together
verses 4–6 and identify how the Lord responded to his concern
and what Abraham did. Read also JST, Genesis 15:9–12 and
identify another concern Abraham had and how he interacted
with the Lord regarding it. Help students understand that we
must try to see the bigger picture in order to understand that
God always fulfills His promises (see D&C 1:37–38). This is the
emphasis of the final incident in Genesis 15.

If possible, hand out copies and read the following statement
by Elder Henry B. Eyring, a member of the Quorum of the
Twelve Apostles:

Ask students to consider the ordinance and covenant of
baptism. Then ask:

“Our Heavenly Father . . . provided covenants we
could make with him. And with those covenants he
provided ordinances where he could signify what he
promised or covenanted to do and we could signify
what we promised or covenanted to do” (Covenants
[address to college-age young adults, 6 Sept. 1996], 1).
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