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shall be redeemed and God’s kingdom shall triumph over the
earth” (The Spirit of the Old Testament, 2nd ed. [1980], 188).

This last section of the book of Isaiah contains perhaps the
greatest passages on the life and mission of Jesus Christ to be
found in the Old Testament. As you read chapters 48–66, look
for how Isaiah more fully persuades us to believe in Christ
our Redeemer (see 1 Nephi 19:23; see also the introduction to
Isaiah 48–54 in Old Testament Student Manual: 1 Kings–Malachi,
p. 191).

Some Important Gospel Principles to Look For
• Because of their wickedness, the people of ancient Israel

were scattered (see Isaiah 18:2, 7). In the last days Israel
will embrace righteousness and be gathered (see Isaiah
49:5–6, 11–12, 22; 51:11; 52:8; 54:7, 14).

• Jesus Christ is our Savior and Advocate with the Father. In
working out the Atonement, He suffered the afflictions and
sins of all mankind and overcame death through the
Resurrection. The Atonement gives us the opportunity to
gain eternal life through the plan of salvation (see Isaiah 53;
see also Mosiah 3:7–11; Alma 7:11–12).

• We cannot totally comprehend the thoughts and purposes
of God. We must exercise faith and trust in the Lord’s
wisdom and counsel (see Isaiah 55:8–9).

• Obeying the law of the fast gives us strength to overcome
sin and receive revelation and provides resources to care
for the poor (see Isaiah 58:3–12).

• Keeping the Sabbath day holy brings happiness and
prosperity (see Isaiah 58:13–14; see also D&C 59:9–16).

• Sin separates us from God but, because of the Atonement
of Jesus Christ, we can repent and return to His presence
(see Isaiah 59).

• At the Second Coming, the Lord will destroy the wicked,
save the righteous, and usher in the Millennium (see Isaiah
63:4–6; 64:1–3; 65:17–25; 66:15–23; see also D&C 101:25–31).

Suggestions for Teaching
Old Testament Video presentation 22, “Wherefore Have
We Fasted” (7:31), can be used in teaching Isaiah 48–66

(see Old Testament Video Guide for teaching suggestions).

Isaiah 49–54. Because of their wickedness, the people of
ancient Israel were scattered. In the last days Israel will
embrace righteousness and be gathered. (20–25 minutes)

Invite a student to recite the tenth article of faith (see Articles
of Faith 1:10). Read Isaiah 18:2, 7 and ask:

• What did Isaiah refer to that relates to that article of faith?

• Why was Israel to be scattered? (see 1 Nephi 21:1).

• If Israel was scattered because of wickedness, what will it
need to do to be gathered?

List the following scriptures on the board. Have students read
them and identify words and phrases that relate to being
gathered.

• Isaiah 49:5–6 (“bring again,” “gathered,” “raise up,”
“restore the preserved”)

• Isaiah 49:11–12 (“highways,” “come from far”)

• Isaiah 51:11 (“redeemed shall return,” “come”)

• Isaiah 52:8 (“bring again”)

• Isaiah 54:14 (“be established”)

Ask students:

• How do those words and phrases apply to becoming
righteous, as well as to a physical gathering?

• What is Zion compared to in Isaiah 54:2–3? (A tent.)

• What symbol is used in those verses to support the tent of
Zion? (Stakes.)

Reproduce the following picture or draw it on the board to
help illustrate Isaiah 54:2–3.

Ask students the following questions, listing their responses
on the board:

• How does a tent symbolize the gathering of Israel?

• What can we do now that will help in that gathering? (For
example, live gospel principles, set good examples, share
the message of the gospel with our nonmember friends,
and prepare to serve missions.)

Share the following statement by President Gordon B.
Hinckley:

“There are so many young people who wander
aimlessly and walk the tragic trail of drugs, gangs,
immorality, and the whole brood of ills that
accompany these things. There are widows who long
for friendly voices and that spirit of anxious concern
which speaks of love. There are those who were once
warm in the faith, but whose faith has grown cold. 

http://scriptures.lds.org/isa/49



