
THE BOOK OF JOB

Job 1–42

Introduction
Job is the first of the books in the poetry or writings section of
the Old Testament (see “How Is the Old Testament
Organized?” on p. 8). Most of the book (Job 3–42:6) is written
using poetic language, and the literary content of the book of
Job is considered to be brilliant. The book of Job records the
questions, doubts, and fears of a sufferer. It can help
strengthen us during times of trial and tribulation by
reminding us of God’s purpose for our suffering.

The book of Job addresses two critical questions of life:

• Why do righteous people suffer?

• Why do righteous people choose righteousness?

The book of Job can be divided into three parts:

• The prologue (chapters 1–2) sets the stage and introduces
the plot.

• The poem (chapters 3:1–42:6) recounts the discussions of
Job and his friends on the subject of why Job experienced
so much suffering.

• The epilogue (42:7–17) records the final blessing of the
Lord.

For more information, see Bible Dictionary, “Job, book of”
(pp. 713–14).

Some Important Gospel Principles to Look For
• Satan is real. He is here on earth and he is allowed to tempt

us. If we resist his influence and follow the Savior, he
cannot have power over us (see Job 1:7, 12–22; 2:2, 6–10;
see also D&C 10:22–27, 43).

• An understanding of the plan of salvation and the sacrifice
of Jesus Christ can help us understand and endure the
trials and afflictions of mortality (see Job 1:21–22; 2:10;
5:6–11; 7:1–5; 19:25–26; 38:4–7; 42:1–6).

• We should have integrity in all things, which means living
up to our standards and keeping our faith in the Lord, no
matter what happens (see Job 2:7–10; 13:15; 19:25–26;
27:1–6; see also Mosiah 23:21–22; D&C 124:15, 20).

• We should help lift and comfort those who suffer (see Job
2:11–13; 6:14; 30:25; see also Mosiah 18:8–9).

• By accepting correction from the Lord, we can improve and
gain greater happiness (see Job 5:17–18; 34:31; see also
Psalm 94:12; Hebrews 12:6; D&C 136:31).

• In mortality, the righteous sometimes suffer great
afflictions and the wicked sometimes prosper. Great
blessings come to those who endure their afflictions. The
wicked will receive their just reward (see Job 6:24; 10:15;
12:6; 20:4–5; 21:7–14; 24:13–24; 27:8–23; 28:12–13; 42:5–17;
see also Psalm 7:7–20; Malachi 3:14–18; D&C 101:4–5;
122:5–7).

• Because of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ, we will all live
again after we die (see Job 19:25–27; see also 1 Corinthians
15:21–22; Alma 11:42–44).

• If we do what is right, our trials will turn to blessings (see
Job 19:26–27; 23:10–12; 42:9–17; see also D&C 98:1–3).

• God’s knowledge and power are eternal. The mortal mind
cannot comprehend the infinite mind of God (see Job
38:1–42:3).

Suggestions for Teaching
Job 1–42. In mortality, the righteous often suffer.
Blessings come to those who endure their

afflictions. (75–90 minutes)

Bring a piece of coal to class or reproduce the pictures in the
following diagram on the board or on a transparency. Include
the labels Coal and Diamond, but leave off the other labels for
now.

Ask students what is required to create a diamond from coal.
Fill in the middle section of the diagram as they respond. Ask:

• Does all coal become diamonds?

• Why not? (Some coal is not subject to or does not endure
the heat, pressure, and time necessary.)

Write (Mankind) and (Godhood) under the words Coal and
Diamond on the diagram. Ask students:

• If it takes heat, pressure, and time to make diamonds from
coal, what does it take for an imperfect mortal to become
like God?

• Will all people become like God?

• Why not?

Ask a student to read the following statement by President
Brigham Young:

Coal Heat, time,
and pressure

Diamond

(Mankind) (Trials and adversity) (Godhood)
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