
• Pride and selfishness can result in personal tragedy and
keep us from fulfilling the callings we receive from the
Lord (see Judges 16).

Suggestions for Teaching
Judges 1–3. Failure to obey the Lord results in sorrow.
(25–30 minutes)

Ask students the following questions:

• If you saw a small child playing in the middle of a busy
road, what would be the right thing for you to do?

• Why do you think children sometimes do such dangerous
things even after their parents have warned them not to?

• What could happen if they continued to ignore the counsel
of parents and others who know what is best for them?

Tell students that this was a lesson that the children of Israel
had a difficult time learning.

Have students read Judges 2:1–3 and discuss what the angel
said the Israelites should have done but did not. Have them
read Judges 1:18–19 and find one reason given for Judah’s
failure to capture all their allotted territory. Ask: What other
reasons could there be for not capturing their territory?
(Disobedience and lack of faith.)

You might also have the students look at Judges 1:27–33 and
note that other tribes did no better. Draw or show a chariot
like the one in the following picture and ask students why
chariots of any kind should not have been a problem (see
Exodus 14:23–31). Ask them to list some of the problems
young people face today that are like “chariots of iron.” Have
them read Ether 12:27 and look for what evidence we have
that Heavenly Father has the power to help us overcome
what we fear or struggle with the most.

Draw the following chart on the board, leaving the boxes
blank for the students to fill in:

Have students read Judges 1:27, 29–33 and fill in the first box
under “Ancient Israel” with how the tribes were disobedient
and what they allowed. Have them read Judges 1:28 and
2:1–2 and fill in the second box with what those verses show
the Israelites did. Ask what the word tribute means and why
the Israelites might want to collect those payments more than
they wanted to keep their covenant to destroy the Canaanites.
Have them read Judges 3:5–7 and fill in the next two boxes
with what the Israelites did next.

Refer to Judges 2:3 again and ask students what the Lord said
were the consequences of Israel’s disobedience. Have them
read verses 18–19, which are almost a summary of the book of
Judges, and tell what happened in later generations.

Ask students what people do or fail to do today that is similar
to what ancient Israel did. Have them make comparisons and
fill in the corresponding boxes under “Modern Israel” on the
chart. Read the following statement by Elder Neal A.
Maxwell:

“All are free to choose, of course, and we would not
have it otherwise. Unfortunately, however, when some
choose slackness, they are choosing not only for
themselves, but for the next generation and the next.
Small equivocations in parents can produce large
deviations in their children! Earlier generations in a
family may have reflected dedication, while some in
the current generation evidence equivocation. Sadly, in
the next, some may choose dissension as erosion takes
its toll” (in Conference Report, Oct. 1992, 89; or Ensign,
Nov. 1992, 65–66).

Disobedience Leads to the Loss 
of Covenant Blessings

Inactivity or 
personal apostasy

Ancient Israel

Allowed Canaanites
 to remain in the land

Collected tribute, 
made treaties, 

and tolerated idolatry

Intermarriage

Idolatry

Modern Israel

Allowing some sin to 
remain in our lives

Tolerating sin and 
questionable activities

Marrying out of the 
covenant, resulting in the 
loss of temple blessings
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