
The book of Numbers is the scriptural history of the Israelites
while they traveled in the desert between Mount Sinai and
the eastern edge of their promised land. It covers over thirty-
eight of their forty years in the wilderness and explains why
the Lord kept them in this wilderness for so long. From it we
learn how God works with His children and how we can
receive His promised blessings.

The book is named “Numbers” because it contains accounts
of the two occasions when Moses “numbered” or counted the
people of Israel (see Bible Dictionary, “Numbers,” p. 739).
Both of those census lists counted the able-bodied men
prepared for battle. Israel was to receive their promised land
but needed to claim it by bloodshed. Those included in the
first census (see Numbers 1–4) tragically failed in their duty
through disobedience. It was not until the time of the second
census (see Numbers 26) that Israel was faithful enough
to succeed.

The book of Numbers can be divided into three sections:

1. Chapters 1–10 contain instructions and preparations for the
march from Sinai.

2. Chapters 11–21 contain the history of Israel’s sojourn in the
wilderness.

3. Chapters 22–36 contain an account of what happened on
the east side of the Jordan River.

Numbers 1–10

Introduction
In addition to a “numbering” or census of the children of
Israel, Numbers 1–10 contains additional instructions that
were to be a part of the law of Moses and the order in which
the Israelites were to camp and march. These chapters also
tell of the tribe of Levi being chosen to serve in the tabernacle
and how the camp of Israel began its march from Sinai
toward the promised land.

Some Important Gospel Principles to Look For
• The Lord, His work, and His kingdom should be the center

of our lives (see Numbers 2).

• Only those called and ordained by God through His
representatives can perform acceptable ordinances (see
Numbers 3:5–13).

• True repentance requires confession, restitution, and
forsaking the sin (see Numbers 5:5–7; see also D&C 58:43).

• We may consecrate ourselves to the Lord through
covenants (see Numbers 6).

• The Lord guides and blesses His obedient children (see
Numbers 9:15–23).

Suggestions for Teaching 
Numbers 1–4. The arrangement of the camp of Israel
reminded them that the Lord, His work, and His kingdom
should be the center of our lives. (30–40 minutes)

Set up your classroom like the following “Order of
Encampment” diagram of the camp of Israel. Lay a blanket in
the middle of the room to represent the tabernacle, or draw
the diagram on the board. Classes with less than twelve
students can have one student represent more than one tribe.
Attach signs to appropriate walls indicating north, south,
east, and west.

As students enter the room, welcome them to the “camp of
Israel” and give each of them a card with the name of a tribe
of Israel on it. Instruct them to gather with other students
assigned to the same tribe and read Numbers 2 together.
Have them find where their tribe’s location was in the camp
and sit in the corresponding place in the classroom. When all
of the students are in place, explain that the Israelites traveled
through the barren Sinai desert. Have them search Numbers 1
to find out how many people were in the tribe they represent.
Ask several students:

• How might you feel if you were responsible for the welfare
of that many people in the middle of a desert?

• How would such a responsibility change the way you pray
and seek the Lord’s help?
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