
sustained by the Church and added to the Pearl of Great Price.
In 1978 President Kimball received a revelation that all worthy
males in the Church could now receive the priesthood
regardless of race or color (see Official Declaration 2).

In 1979 the Church published a new English edition of the Bible
with new, helpful study aids. Two years later the Church
published a new English edition of the triple combination with
similar aids. At this time sections 137 and 138 were moved from
the Pearl of Great Price to the Doctrine and Covenants. (See
Church History in the Fulness of Times, pp. 493, 580–89.) Similar
editions followed in other languages. When President Kimball
died in 1985, the Book of Mormon had been translated into over
70 languages. In 1989, when President Ezra Taft Benson was
prophet, Church membership reached seven million. To keep
up with the growth, the Second Quorum of the Seventy was
organized. (See Conference Report, Apr. 1989, 22; or Ensign,
May 1989, 17.) During the administration of President
Gordon B. Hinckley (1995–), the Church received more positive
media attention than at any time in its history. In 1997 President
Hinckley announced that numerous smaller temples would be
built throughout the world (see Conference Report, Oct. 1997,
68–69; or Ensign, Nov. 1997, 49–50).

The message of the Restoration is that the Lord has returned
His priesthood and Church to the earth through the Prophet
Joseph Smith. This priesthood power was passed from
prophet to prophet and is still on the earth today. The Church
will continue to grow until the gospel “has penetrated every
continent, visited every clime, swept every country, and
sounded in every ear, till the purposes of God shall be
accomplished, and the Great Jehovah shall say the work is
done” (History of the Church, 4:540).

Some Important Gospel Principles to Look For
• Studying the sections of the Doctrine and Covenants in

their historical setting helps us understand them better.

• Understanding the Church’s past can help prepare us for
the direction the Church will take in the future.

• Coming to realize our place in history helps us fulfill our
role as members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints.

Additional Resources
• Church History in the Fulness of Times: Religion 341–43,

pp. v–13.

• Doctrine and Covenants Student Manual: Religion 324–325,
pp. 1–2.

Suggestions for Teaching
Doctrine and Covenants and Church History Video
presentation 2, “The Great Apostasy” (16:28), and

presentation 3, “Overview of Church History” (10:30), can be

used in teaching an overview of Church history (see Doctrine
and Covenants and Church History Video Guide for teaching
suggestions). CES Church History Resource Videocassette
presentation 1, “A Stone Cut Out,” can be used as part of the
following teaching suggestion.

Overview of Church History. Understanding the
Church’s past can help prepare us for the direction
the Church will take in the future. (25–30 minutes)

Tell students: Imagine you are lost in a large, thick forest and
that you can see no more than 10 meters in front of you.
Imagine that you can move 1,000 meters in any direction to
help you find your way. You can do this only once, and then
you will be returned to your original location. What direction
would you go? Why? If no one suggests it, point out the
advantages of going 1,000 meters straight up. Discuss the
importance of getting the “big picture.” Tell students that
today they are going to see the big picture of Church history.

Consider using this pretest: Write on the board (or have
students write on a piece of paper) the five major areas of
early Church history: New York, Ohio, Missouri, Illinois, and
Utah. Ask questions related to the events you want to discuss
in your lesson, such as:

• Where did Joseph Smith receive the First Vision?

• Where was the first temple built?

• Where and when was the Church organized?

If desired, include your own area as the “sixth” area of
Church history, and add questions related to the history of the
Church where you live.

Have students keep the tests, and tell them they can change
their answers as you teach today’s lesson. Review the materials
in the Church history introduction above (pp. 16–20), together
with any details you wish to include about the history of the
Church in your area.

You could also create a chart to help students organize
the material. Create a time line on a poster with dates
corresponding to the major events in the Church history
introduction, similar to the one shown here. (You could
also give the time line to students as a handout.)

Review the materials in the Church history introduction, and
have students fill in the events that correspond to the dates
on the time line. Keep the poster (or tell students to keep the
handout), and refer to it during the year to remind students
how events or revelations fit into the “big picture.”

Many of the places studied in this lesson will be unfamiliar to
the students. Use the maps in the back of the triple combination
to help students locate and become familiar with them.
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