
demonstrate the proper way to talk to the person answering the door in the following
situations:

1. A child answers the door instead of an adult. (Ask for the child’s mother or father.)

2. The member is negative or angry. (Be courteous.)

3. New converts want to know how much to contribute. (A minimum guideline would be
the price of two meals, but we have been counseled by the Church to be generous.)

Explain that there may be some families in the ward whose only contact with the Church
is the home teacher or the young man who gathers fast offerings. Such families may
judge the entire Church by the attitude of the young man who gathers fast offerings.
By gathering fast offerings, young men give these families an opportunity to serve their
Heavenly Father.

Aaronic Priesthood holders are authorized representatives of the Lord. By completing
their assignments, young men help fulfill the Lord’s plan for the poor and needy. Faithful
Aaronic Priesthood holders become partners with the bishop in giving every family in the
ward an opportunity to share in the work of the Lord.

Conclusion

Testimony and Bear testimony that by gathering fast offerings the young men are helping Heavenly
challenge Father and Jesus care for the poor and needy. Challenge the young men to take this

responsibility seriously and to fulfill it with dignity to the best of their ability.

Basic Guidelines for
Gathering Fast Offerings

1. Have a pleasant attitude. When you fulfill this assignment from the bishop, you are acting as
an agent of the Lord.

2. Dress neatly, as prescribed by your bishop.

3. Greet the person answering the door: “Good morning, Sister Jones.”

4. Introduce yourself in a respectful and cheerful manner.

5. State your purpose, such as, “The bishop (or branch president) sent me to receive your fast
offering.”

6. Hand the fast offering envelope to the member; he or she will place the fast offering in the
envelope, record the amount on the donation slip, put the slip in the envelope, keep the copy
of the slip as a receipt, and return the envelope to you.

7. Return your envelopes to the person designated by the bishopric.
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