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she could look at her husband sitting on the stand at Church . . . and be proud of him,
remembering their wonderful courtship and relationship: married in the temple, nothing
to hide, no regrets. She told how they were tempted. But their goal was the temple. They
knew the difference between a pure kiss and necking. They knew that virtue is lost by
degrees. Their plans were carefully thought out, avoiding the parked car on a lonely road
and the late hours alone” (“The Uttermost Part of the Earth,” in Speeches of the Year, 1978
[Provo: Brigham Young University Press, 1979], pp. 168–69).

Discussion • What good things happened because this young woman followed the standard she 
had set?

Story Elder Marvin J. Ashton related a story of a young woman who set a standard of a temple
marriage and was blessed because she followed her standard:

“[A] present-day member of a stake presidency said to me, ‘My wife had much to do with
this call which has now come to us. When we were dating, I was inactive in the Church. I
gained the courage one night to ask her if she would marry me. To this proposal she
didn’t say yes and she didn’t say no. She said, “Where?” I spent the next number of
months squaring myself around so I could take her to the temple. She had made her
plans, and I loved her enough to rechart my course to coincide with hers. I knew what to
do and where I had to go if I wanted to travel at her side’ ” (“Yellow Ribbons and Charted
Courses,” New Era, July 1981, p. 16).

Discussion • What might this young woman’s marriage have been like if she had not remained true
to her standards?

Conclusion

Refer once again to the poster used in the second section of the lesson. Emphasize the
importance of setting righteous standards so that each young woman can be equally
yoked in a happy, eternal marriage relationship.

Optional handout If you have prepared handouts for the young women, distribute them.

Activity Ask the young women to refer once again to the list they made at the beginning of the
lesson. Now that they have heard the lesson, ask them to reevaluate their list or add to it.
Ask them to save these lists in their journals and refer to them often as guides in their
dating relationships and marriage decision.
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