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May We Liken the Scriptures to Ourselves
Elder Neal A. Maxwell of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles said:

“May we then do . . . what Nephi did when studying the scriptures, namely, to ‘liken all
scriptures’ unto ourselves (1 Nephi 19:23). This is something that doesn’t happen often
enough in the Church. We read the scriptures, but often we do not ‘liken’ them” (Jesus, the
Perfect Mentor [CES fireside for young adults, 6 Feb. 2000], 1).

Scripture Reading Helps Us Receive Revelation
Elder Dallin H. Oaks of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles said:

“The idea that scripture reading can lead to inspiration and revelation opens the door to the
truth that a scripture is not limited to what it meant when it was written but may also include
what that scripture means to a reader today. Even more, scripture reading may also lead to
current revelation on whatever else the Lord wishes to communicate to the reader at that time.
We do not overstate the point when we say that the scriptures can be a Urim and Thummim to
assist each of us to receive personal revelation.

“Because we believe that scripture reading can help us receive revelation, we are encouraged to
read the scriptures again and again. By this means, we obtain access to what our Heavenly Father
would have us know and do in our personal lives today. That is one reason Latter-day Saints
believe in daily scripture study” (“Scripture Reading and Revelation,” Ensign, Jan. 1995, 8).

The Lord Personalizes Our Understanding of Truth
Elder Richard G. Scott of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles said:

“To me, the word edified means that the Lord will personalize our understanding of truth to
meet our individual needs and as we strive for that guidance” (Helping Others to Be Spiritually
Led [address to religious educators at a symposium on the Doctrine and Covenants and
Church history, Brigham Young University, 11 Aug. 1998], 12).

Specific Applications Are the Responsibility of Individuals
Elder Dallin H. Oaks said:

“Teachers who are commanded to teach ‘the principles of [the] gospel’ and ‘the doctrine of the
kingdom’ (D&C 88:77) should generally forgo teaching specific rules or applications. For
example, they would not teach any rules for determining what is a full tithing, and they would
not provide a list of do’s and don’ts for keeping the Sabbath day holy. Once a teacher has
taught the doctrine and the associated principles from the scriptures and the living prophets,
such specific applications or rules are generally the responsibility of individuals and families.

“Well-taught doctrines and principles have a more powerful influence on behavior than rules.
When we teach gospel doctrine and principles, we can qualify for the witness and guidance of
the Spirit to reinforce our teaching, and we enlist the faith of our students in seeking the
guidance of that same Spirit in applying those teachings in their personal lives” (in Conference
Report, Oct. 1999, 102; or Ensign, Nov. 1999, 79–80).

“LIKEN” THE SCRIPTURES
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