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OLD TESTAMENT SEMINARY TEACHER MATERIAL—LESSON 97: 1  K INGS 11–16

Northern Kingdom (1 Kings 12:25–14:20)
Because the temple was located in Judah, Jeroboam feared that his subjects would travel south to worship the Lord 
and eventually become sympathetic to the Southern Kingdom. To prevent this, Jeroboam established new places of 
worship, idols, and feasts in the Northern Kingdom and appointed his own priests. Jeroboam thus led his people 
toward apostasy by turning them away from worshipping the Lord at His temple.

The Lord sent a prophet from Judah to warn Jeroboam about his wickedness and idolatry. Despite seeing 
miraculous signs of the Lord’s power, Jeroboam did not repent and continued to promote idol worship.

Read 1 Kings 14:7–9, 14–16, and look for the consequences that would come upon Jeroboam and the ten tribes 
of Israel because of their idol worship.

• How did worshipping false gods affect the people in the Northern Kingdom of Israel?
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