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Fishing Buddies
By Gerry H. Moore
(Based on a true story)

“I will turn their mourning into joy, and will comfort them” 
(Jeremiah 31:13).

I don’t want to go to Grandma’s cabin,” Jacob cried.
“Jacob,” Mom said gently, “I know going there will be 

hard, but we want to do this for Grandma. We’ve always 
celebrated your birthday at the cabin.”

“But that was before . . . before . . . Grandpa died.”
“I know,” Mom said. “We’re all sad about losing 

Grandpa, so we need to help each other. We’ll get through 
this together, OK?”

“OK,” he said softly.
Jacob had always looked forward to being 

at the cabin together. He and Grandpa had 
been fishing buddies. But now Grandpa 
was gone.

“There’s Grandma and Big Red!” 
Mom said the next day as they 
pulled into the cabin’s driveway. 
Dad and Mom hopped out of the 
car to hug and kiss Grandma. Big 
Red barked and wagged his tail.

Jacob took his time getting out of 
the car. With dragging feet, he slowly 
approached Grandma.

“Oh, I’m so glad you came,” Grandma 

said, hugging him.
“I love you, Grandma,” Jacob said softly.
When Jacob walked inside the cabin, he saw a fire 

crackling in the fireplace. The table was set, and colorful 
balloons and streamers were everywhere. A big banner 
over the fireplace read, “Happy Birthday, Jacob!”

Jacob tried to look happy, but memories of Grandpa 
were everywhere. It just hurt so much that he wasn’t here. 
Jacob bit his lip to keep the tears back.

After dinner Grandma brought in Jacob’s birthday cake 
with 11 twinkling candles. “Make a wish and blow out the 

The cabin wouldn’t be the  
same without Grandpa.
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https://www.lds.org/scriptures/ot/jer/31.13?lang=eng#12
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