3ariH He yekaB Ha HUX. Mepi pa3oM i3 ciM’ero Tpeba
6ya0 pobupatucs Ao CioHy caMOCTiHHO.

Pika MnartT, wr. He6packa, 1863 p.

“Tn-p-p-p!” Mepi HaTATHYAQ BIXKH i BOAU YIIOBiABHU-
Amcs. “3 ycima Bce rapasa?” BoHa OTAfSIHYAQ HA TPbOX
MOAOAIIINX AiT€H, SIKi IXaAM Ha CIIMHAX BOAIB. BoHM
KABHYAHU.

Ilepea HuMU OyAa pika [TaaTT—InupoKa i GarHucTa.
“A 1O Tenep?”’—3aluTaB MOAOALIMI OpaT AXKEKCOH.
Homy 6yAo Autie 9, ase BiH Aomomaras Mepi kepyBatu
BOAaMU. BaTbKO A€XaB y BO3i, BCE € XBOPUU MiCAA
iHCYABTY.

“Ham He MOTPiOHO MEepPeTUHATH PiUKy,—CKa3aAa
Mepi.— Aae MU MOXEMO UTH 32 Tedielo”. AOPOTH AO
CioHy He 6yAO, aAe pika BecTUMe iX Ha 3axia. “Ho-0-0-0!”

Mepi He 3HaAQ, IO MOPMOHCDBKI ITIOHEPU PYXAAUCH
MIPOTUAEXKHUM GeperoM piku I1aaTT, i mimaa
B iHIIOMY HanpsAMKY. OCKiAbKM BOHU

He [IEPETHYAU PiKy, TO NOTPAMAU HA TEPUTOPIIO
iHAIMNIB. BoHM He mo6ayaTh )XOAHOIO BO3a AO KiHIIA
TIOAOPOXi.

BoHU IPOAOBXYBaAU CBill MAAX. MUHAAU TYXKHI.
Mepi no6aunaa XMapy KypsABH, sKa HAOAMKaAACH
AO HUX. “CIIOKIHHO,—TIPOIIENOTiA2 BOHA BOAAM i
co6i.— CIOKilHO".

KypsBa posBifaacs i MOKa3aAacsa HEBEAMKA IPyIIaA
iHAIMLIB, fKi iXaAr HAa KOHAX. OAUH 3 BEPLIHUKIB
HOIPSIMYBAB AO 3aAHBOI YACTUHH BO34, A€ A€XKaB OATBHKO.

Y BepiuHuKa 6yan A0Opi odi. “BiH XBOpuiA?”—3anuTaB
BEPILIHYK, IIOKa3yIOur Ha OGATbKA.

“Tak”,—mnporenoTiaa Mepi. YOAOBiK 11[OCh BUTYKHYB
CBOEIO MOBOIO, 1 iHIIIi BEPIIHUKU Bip'TXaAU TaK CaMO
IIBUAKO, fIK i 3’ IBUAUCH.

Mepi norasiHyAa Ha coHue. “Mu TyT 3ymUHUMOCH”,—
CKa3aaa BOHa AxekcoHy. BoHa 3HsiAa Capy i OAM3HIOKIB.

“Mepi, iau orasHb!”— CkasaB AXEKCOH.

A0 HUX HaOAMXABCS YOAOBIK 3 AOOPUMU OYMMA,

TPUMAIOYM B PYKAX IIOCH BaXKE.

“ArKa kKauka,—cKasaB BiH.— I kpoAuk. Aad Bac”. Mepi
AVBHAACA IIMPOKO BiAKDUTAMHM OUMM4, HECIIPOMOXKHA
BHUMOBUTH KOAHOTO CAOBA, KOAU BiH KHHYB 3A00MY il
y pyku. KuBHYBIIY, BiH CKEpPYBaB KOHA y CYTiHKU.

“Ixal— Burykayaa Mepi.— M’sco!” AapyHOK TOro
YOAOBiKa OYB CIpaBXHIM AUBOM.

Ha IXHbOMY WIASIXY TpanasAucs 1 iHmi Ausa. CTapao
OYHBOAIB TIPOXOAMAO HETIOAAAIK, 4 TIOTIM PO3AIAMAOCH,
06iMIIOBINY Bi3 3 060X 6OKiB. [Tna0Ba OYpsi BiAHECAA
OAHOTO 3 OAMBHIOKIB Y piuky, asae Mepi 3Moraa
BPATYBATU AiBUYMHKY.

OAHaK MOAOPOX BCE X Taku OyAa BaXKOIO. 3
KOXXHUM AHEM Bi3 BUTASIAAB Tipliie, 2 BOAU BCe GiAbliie
CcTOMArOBaAucs. Ha Aoposi 3ycTpivasocs 6arato cXuaiB
i ckeab. Uepes ropu 6yA0 BaXKO NepexoAuTd. OAHAK
Mepi pa3oM i3 CiM’€10 IIPOAOBKYBAAA PYXATUCSH BIIEPEA.,

Bonu AKpas crryckaAucs 3 BUCOKOi ropH, Koan Mepi
no6aunAa, o A0 HUX NPAMYE YOAOBIK Ha BO3i.

“Morke BiH BKaXKe HaM IIASIX AO MicTa A€ril, 110 B
IOTi!l”—cKa3asa BoHa AXeKCOHY. TaM UB iXHIl ASABKO.

“Bu y kxaHbMOHI EKO, HEMOAAAIK Bia AOAMHU
COAOHOTO 03€pa,—CKa3aB YOAOBIK, KOA BOHU 3aIIUTAAU,
A€ BHAXOAATBCA.— A A€ X pEelITa BalllOro 3arOHy?”

Vomy POBIIOBIAY BCIO iCTOPIIO, 1 YOAOBiK OYB
BpaXeHuy nouyTuM. “Bu mpoiman 1600 kM 30BCiM
cami?” BiH MOXHUTaB TOAOBOIO B 3aXOIAEHHI. “Tu cMiAnBa
AiBumHa. I BKaXXy BaM AOPOTy A0 MicTa Aeriii. Bu Bxe
MalbKe MIPUNIIANA.

“Maiike IpUHIIAN,—IIpouIenoTiaa Ao cebe Mepi,
KOAU YOAOBIiK HAMAAIOBAB Ha 3€MAi IIJOCh Ha 3Pa30K
kapTu. Maroke B CioHi. “Aymaro, 1o TENep MU TyAU
AicTaHeMocs”.

Mepi pasoM i3 CiM’€I0 AOiXaAa AO MiCTa Aeril, IIT.
fOra. Ii3Hile BOHA BUMIIIAQ 3AMDK i MaAa CBOIO BEAUKY
cim’to. Ti mpuKAaa Bipy Ta My)HOCTi 6AarocAOBUB
Oaratbox Aroaey. ll

Aemop acuee 8 wmami Texac, CIIIA.
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