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ABUSE AWARENESS
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’ hile we all hope that everyone would be treated with respect,
some people seek to hurt, control, or manipulate others. Such harmful
behavior is called abuse. It is contrary to the gospel of Jesus Christ, which

teaches us to love one another and to treat others as we would want to
be treated (see Matthew 7:12; John 13:34; Doctrine and Covenants 121:36-37).

ABUSE HAS SOME COMMON SIGNS.
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Offenders may gradually seek to establish trust before the abuse.

This is known as “grooming” and often happens to youth and children.
Grooming behaviors can include requests for time alone, encouraging
secrecy, talking about sexual topics, or showing pornography to or initiating
physical contact with a child.
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